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MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

For  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  & St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  general  conditions 
of  the  Public  Health  for  the  year  for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor 
& St.  Mellons. 

. report  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular 

I / 54  (Wales). 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  estimated  for  1953  13,610 

Area  (consisting  of  26  parishes) 43  442  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  4 0 1 0 

Rateable  Value  .• £85,410 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate £338 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was: 


Toted  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

125 

116 

241 

118 

112 

230 

7 

4 

II 

6 



6 

6 

— 

6 
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The  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  population  for  1953  was  . . 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  1953 
was 

1 he  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1953  was 
The  Still  Bath  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1953  was  ... 
The  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1953  was  ... 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1953  was 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

The  number  of  deaths  was 6 (M.)S-(F.),  giving  a rate 
of  1,000  live  births  ... 

The  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  ... 
The  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Ages  of  children  at  death  under  1 year  : — 

Under  1 week 

1 —  2 weeks 

2 —  3 weeks 

3 —  4 weeks 

Total  under  one  month  ... 

1 — 3 months 
3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months  ...  ...  . 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under  one  year 

DEATH  RATE. 

(M.  82,  F.  60)  giving  a Death  Rate  of  9-5  per  1 ,000. 
The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  ... 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  

The  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  


4 

Nil 

1 

Nil 


5 


2 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

8 


18.9 

0.44 

15.5 

0.35 

16.79 

0.47 


33.2 

26.8 

32.6 

Nil 

Nil 


142 

11.4 

11.58 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

In  the  following  table  deaths  are  classified  under  the  36 
headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International 
Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of 
Death,  1948. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

Tuberculosis,  other  

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  infection  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Measles  

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  A Lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

Diabetes  

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  malformations  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


M. 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

2 

4 
Nil 
Nil 
13 
Nil 

1 

5 
15 
2 
7 

1 

Nil 

5 

5 

2 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

10 

2 

1 

Nil 

Nil 


E 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

4 

Nil 

8 

Nil 

1 

8 

3 

2 

15 

1 

1 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

6 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 


All  causes 


60 
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Totals  82 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Two  Sanitary  Inspectors 
(whole-time  Officers). 

A contribution  of  one-half  of  the  salaries  is  paid  by  the 
Monmouthshire  County  Council. 


HOSPITAL  HEALTH  SERVICES,  ETC. 

Since  5bh  July,  1947,  these  are  administered  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE,  ETC. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  as  Local  Health 
Authority  are  responsible  for  the  arrangements  and  Administra- 
tion of  the  Services  under  Part  III  of  the  Act. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  these  Services  : — 

(1)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(2)  Midwifery  Services. 

(3)  Health  Visiting. 

(4)  Home  Nursing. 

(5)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(6)  Ambulance  Services. 

(7)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

(8)  Domestic  Help. 

(9)  Duties  under  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Act 

and  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 


MIDWIVES. 

There  is  one  full-time  Midwife  and  three  District  Nurse/ 
Midwives  practicing  within  the  area. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

A small  extension  to  the  main  supply  in  Straits  Lane,  Nash, 
to  serve  5 properties  together  with  further  individual  connections 
to  the  recently  laid  mains  at  Henllys,  Bettws  and  Michaelstone- 
y-Fedw  provides  the  only  information  of  note  in  regard  to  the 
improvement  of  water  supplies  during  the  year. 

With  over  90%  of  the  population  served  with  piped  supplies 
it  would  appear  that  the  stage  has  been  reached  when  the 
Council  cannot  reasonably  contemplate  further  principal  exten- 
sions. 

Nevertheless  the  need  for  a treated  supply  to  the  village 
area  of  Lower  Machen  and  the  Craig-y-Ceiliog  area  of  Bettws 
remains. 

Some  outlying  farms  and  scattered  dwelling-houses  through- 
out the  district  which  are  situated  beyond  the  reach  of  piped 
supplies  are  dependent  on  adjacent  “ Springs  or  Wells  ” the 
water  from  which  is  of  variable  quantity  and  quality.  In  a few 
cases  rain  water  storage  tanks  are  utilised. 

The  piped  supplies  of  water  in  this  Rural  District  from 
waterworks  are  “ constant  ” and  not  intermittent  and  are  not 
liable  to  plumbo-solvency  action. 

Further  details  of  water  supplies  and  the  results  of  samples 
submitted  for  Bacteriological  examination  and  Chemical  analysis 
are  included  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Full  particulars  concerning  each  parish  within  the  District 
are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 
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PARTICULARS  OF  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES 
IN  EACH  PARISH. 

A.  By  Local  Authority  or  Statutory  Water  Undertakers. 


Number  of 

Number 

Estimated 

Approximat 

PARISH 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Supplied 

Population 

Population 

Served 

Rogerstone 

...  1453 

1,436 

4,9  31 

4,874 

Graig 

...  479 

43  5 

1,6  26 

1,4  76 

Marshfield  ... 

...  231 

216 

784 

733 

St.  Mellons 

...  277 

259 

940 

879 

St.  Brides  W. 

63 

50 

180 

170 

Peterstone  W. 

48 

47 

163 

160 

Henllys 

95 

68 

323 

23  1 

Bettws 

44 

30 

■ 149 

102 

Michaelstone-y- 

Vedw  58 

39 

197 

1 32 

Langstone 

...  260 

241 

882 

818 

Llanwern 

...  80 

77 

272 

261 

Bishton 

83 

78 

282 

2 64 

Kemeys  Inferior  ...  42 

25 

142 

85 

Llanmartin 

62 

56 

210 

190 

Llandavenny 

10 

■ 8 

34 

27 

Nash 

80 

77 

••  ; 27  2 

261 

Goldcliffe 

59 

52 

200 

177 

Whitson 

19 

17  <■ 

64 

58 

Redwick 

59 

57 

200 

193 

Penhow 

79 

55 

2 68 

187 

Wilcrick 

5 

5 

17 

17 

Magor 

...  177 

175 

601 

594 

Llanvaches 

68 

30 

23  1 

102 

JDuffryn 

...  95 

38 

* 3 23 

129 

Lower  Machen 

36 

4 

122 

14 

Coedkernew 

...  .58 

20 

197 

68 

B.  By  Estate  Private  Reservoirs. 

" 

Graig 

Given  above  1 3 

Given  above  44 

Marshfield 

5 

17 

Michaelstone-y- 

Vedw  ,, 

2 

7 

Duffryn 

44 

149 

St.  Mellons 

1 1 

3 7 

Lower  Machen 

20 

68 

Coedkernew 

36 

122 

Totals  ...  4,010  3,726  13,610  12.646 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  were  no  important  additions  or  alterations  made 
during  the  year. 

The  Council  has  considered  the  provision  of  a sewerage 
scheme  for  the  upper  part  of  the  Parish  of  Henllys  and  the 
erection  of  public  conveniences  near  the  foreshore  at  St.  Brides, 
it  is  hoped  that  these  very  necessary  sanitary  improvements  are 
effected  without  further  delay. 

With  the  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptying  Service  now  well 
established  and  piped  water  supplies  available  to  almost  every 
parish  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I record  the  gradual  dis- 
appearance of  bucket  closets  and  privies  with  their  attendant 
evils. 

Last  year  more  conversions  to  water  closets  with  cesspool 
drainage  were  made,  and  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  most 
of  the  rural  communities  within  the  area  will  enjoy  sanitary 
facilities  equivalent  to  townfolk. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  completed  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  (including  temporary 
accommodation) 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons 

1 —  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion 

2 —  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notice: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  repaired  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 

3 —  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 


20 

Nil 

30 


322 

463 


157 


33 


Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rend- 
ered fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of 
Owners 

4 — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(2)  Number  of  d /veiling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
Owners 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Sections  13  and  15. 

All  licensed  premises , kitchens , canteens  and  food 
preparing  places  were  visited  regularly  by  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  myself,  attention  principally  being  directed  to  : — 

(a)  The  provision  of  adequate  facilities  to  enable 
persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  to  observe 
a high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  regard  to  them- 
selves. 

(b.)  The  improvement  of  existing  buildings  so  that  the 
surfaces  and  fittings  thereof  could  be  readily 
cleansed. 

(c)  Provision  of  suitable  food  storage  to  enable  food- 
stuffs to  be  stored  safely. 

In  addition,  advice  was  given  and  suggestions  were  made  to 
proprietors  and  employees  with  the  aim  of  making  them  fully 
acquainted  with  their  responsibilities  under  the  Byelaws  for  the 
Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food,  etc. 

Nevertheless,  if  the  incidence  of  food  and  drink  infection 
is  to  be  kept  to  a minimum  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  the 
field  of  education  in  food  hygiene  before  the  full  co-operation 
of  all  persons  engaged  in  food  preparation  and  handling  together 
with  that  of  the  general  public  is  obtained. 


Nil 

Nil 

54 

20 

Nil 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  and  1953,  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949  and  1950,  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  ( Paste urtsed  and  Sterilised) 
Regulations,  1949  and  1953. 

.Most  of  the  milk  produced  within  the  area  is  sold  wholesale 
tc  the  large  pasteurising  establishments  and  the  majority  of 
distributors  secure  their  designated  milk  already  bottled  from 
these  depots.  The  amount  of  undesignated  milk  retailed  is  very 
small. 

Sampling  of  consumer  supplies  is  regularly  carried  out  to 
ensure  that  the  prescribed  standard  is  maintained.  When 
necessary  the  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  is  informed  in  the  case  of  adverse  samples 
of  raw  milk  so  that  the  producing  farms  can  be  visited  in  order 
to  effect  an  improvement. 

As  a result  of  routine  sampling  and  biological  examination 
it  was  necessary  to  issue  one  notice  under  Article  20  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  are  visited  and 
investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  after  the  receipt  of  a 
Notification.  Where  necessary,  arrangements  are  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  patient  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  if  accommoda- 
tion is  available. 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens  is  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory,  County  Hall,  New- 
port, by  the  Medical  Research  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry 
ol  Health. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  supplied  free  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  : During  the  year  1 953  a further 
1 32  children  were  immunised  : 

No.  of  children  under  5 years  ...  ...  113 

No.  of  children  between  5 and  15  years  ...  19 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria  received  during 
the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Naw  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1953. 


Age 

groups 


Pulmonary 
M.  F. 


New  Cases 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 


Pulmonary 
M.  F. 


Deaths 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 


0- 1  years 

1- 5  „ 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5-15  „ 

1 

1 

• •• 

15-25  „ 

1 

... 

1 

. . . 

26-35  „ 

2 

• • • 

... 

2 

... 

35-45 

1 

• ■ • 

. . . 

1 

45-65  „ 

3 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

65  and  up 

... 

1 

1 

Total 

8 

3 

— 

1 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  compares 
favourably  with  other  areas.  There  is  a slight  decrease  in  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease,  12  cases  having  been  notified,  as 
compared  with  15  in  1952.  Hospital  facilities  are  still  very 
inadequate  due  to  lack  of  accommodation  and  shortage  of 
nursing  staff. 
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Total 


Analysis  of  Total  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases,  according  to  Age  Groups  for  1953. 
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Tuberculosis  is  not  included  in  this  summary. 


FOOD  POISONING 


A small  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  due  to  the  consumption 
of  cold  boiled  chicken  infected  with  salmonella  typhimurium 
occurred  at  Castleton  during  May  of  last  year.  Five  persons  were 
affected,  three  of  them  being  visitors  from  outside  areas.  The 
two  patients  from  within  the  area  were  removed  to  hospital  for 
two  weeks. 

Even  with  the  assistance  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
for  the  outside  areas  extensive  enquiries  failed  to  reveal  the 
cause  of  the  outbreak.  Full  investigations,  however,  could  not 
be  made  as  one  of  the  visiting  people  refused  to  co-operate 
with  her  local  Medical  Officer.  It  can  only  be  assumed  there- 
fore, that  this  person  was  a carrier. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


KENNETH  P.  GILES,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  work  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1933. 

For  many  years  Local  Authorities  have  had  power  to 
grapple  with  the  ever  present  and  evergreen  question  of  housing 
repairs  and  because  of  the  chronic  conditions  of  disrepair  in  the 
past  the  state  of  many  houses  were  bad  and  has  been  a diffi- 
cult job  of  tackling  , often  with  much  despondency  and  some 
despair. 

The  problem  of  housing  and  housing  repairs  will  always 
be  a human , intimate  and  a personal  one,  yet  one  of  national 
importance  for  in  its  magnitude  it  embraces  people  in  every 
walk  of  life. 

However , 1 feel  happier  as  time  passes  by  that  the  grave 
difficulties  encountered  in  the  past  when  dealing  with  housing 
and  repairs,  are  now  slowly  receding  and  fading  away  and  that 
the  adverse  conditions  still  remaining  with  us  will  shortly  be  at 
their  minimum  level. 

During  the  year  two  houses  infested  with  vermin  were 
treated  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas  in  accordance  with  the 
Hydrogen  Cyanide  (Fumigation  of  Buildings)  Regulations  1951. 
Both  houses  were  vacated  during  the  fumigation  and  from  sub- 
sequent visits  I found  the  premises  to  be  free  from  vermin. 

Six  other  verminous  and  four  other  premises  were  duly 
cleansed. 

69  Informal  Notices  and  23  Abatement  Notices  were  served 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  REPAIRS. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  and 


inspections  made  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of — 

Walls  made  damp  proof  ...  ...  ...  78 

Sash  Cords  provided  to  windows  ...  ...  8 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  |8 

Gutterings  and  Downpipes  repaired  and 

cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Doors  repaired  and  renewed 6 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  16 

Windows  and  window  frames  repaired  or 

renewed  ....  ...  15 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Skirting-boards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drains  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  12 

Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 ’ 

W.C.  cistern  and  flush  pipes  repaired  ...  7 

W.C.  pans  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  12 

W.C.  structures  repaired  ...  ...  ...  5 

Brickwork  around  firegrates  ...  ...  ...  2 

Taps  and  water  service  pipes  repaired  ...  9 

Grates  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fascia  Boards  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Rodent  Control  Operative  treated 
191  private  and  48  other  premises,  the  results  being  very  satis- 
factory in  most  cases. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  carried 
out,  and  from  experience  over  a number  of  years  this  has  had 
the  effect  of  keeping  the  degree  of  infestation  at  a low  level  as 
well  as  reducing  the  surface  infestation. 

It  is  encouraging  to  state  that  the  general  public  are 
becoming  more  co-operative  in  reporting  infestations  of  rats 
and  mice. 

Twenty-six  routine  treatments  were  carried  out  on  the 
Council  s four  refuse  tips. 

It  is  of  interest  to  mention  that  during  the  year  the  personnel 
at  a factory  within  the  area  were  infested  with  fleas,  which 
proved  to  be  of  the  type  Lipouyssus  Bacoti,  commonly  called 
the  tropical  rat  flea.  The  premises  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  rats  which  harboured  this  particular  flea.  Contact  was 
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made  with  the  Infestation  Division,  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  and  work  of  eradicating  both  fleas  and  rats  was  satis- 
factorily carried  out. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  notified  infectious  diseases  were  visited  and 
investigated,  and  terminal  disinfection  carried  out. 

Visits  made 61 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  •••  Lj 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  ...  15 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  : — 


(i)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  ...  3,595 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  17 

Approximate  population  supplied  by  public  water  mains:  — 

(i)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  ...  12,201 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  58 


PIPED  SUPPLIES. 

54  Samples  v/ere  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
out  of  which  29  were  unsatisfactory.  Of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  the  majority  were  taken  from  the  1 redegar  Estate 
private  untreated  supply  at  Lower  Machen  and  the  Tredegar 
Estate  private  supply  at  Coedkernew. 

Samples  were  regularly  taken  throughout  the  year  from  the 
Council’s  and  Private  Reservoirs,  the  storage  tank  at  Michael- 
stone-y-Fedw,  Cardiff  and  Newport  Corporation  Supplies  and 
various  distribution  points  within  the  area. 

Samples  from  the  Tredegar  Estate  Private  Supplies  to 
Lower  Machen  and  Coedkernew  and  the  Council’s  supply  to 
Castleton  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  all  three  samples 
being  satisfactory. 

50  connections  from  the  Council’s  and  the  Newport  Corpor- 
ation water  mains  were  carried  out  during  the  year;  of  this  36 
connections  were  to  new  houses  occupied  during  the  year. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

Except  for  informal  action  requiring  the  provision  of  seats 
for  female  assistants  at  one  premises,  no  action  was  taken 
during  the  year  relating  to  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  in 
shops. 

RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS 

ACT  1920 — 1939. 

No  application  was  received  for  a Certificate  under  the 
Acts. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  AND  SLAUGHTER 

HOUSES. 

As  a result  of  the  centralisation  of  slaughtering  under  the 
Ministry  of  Food  arrangements,  no  animals  have  been 
slaughtered  in  the  private  slaughter  houses  within  your  area. 

13  applications  were  received  for  licences  to  slaughter  pigs 
only,  all  of  which  were  granted  by  the  Council. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— SECTION  269. 
TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947. 
SECTION  17— MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  privately  controlled  camping  site  at  St.  Brides,  with  its 
adequate  sanitary  facilities,  established  last  year,  continues  to 
meet  the  needs  of  a good  number  of  people  during  the  summer 
months. 

Caravans  of  approved  types  only  are  allowed  on  the  site, 
which  1 found  at  all  times  to  be  well  conducted  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Planning  Officer 
and  myself. 

The  continued  use  also  of  the  land  adjoining  West  Nash 
Camp  by  the  Council  as  a small  caravan  site  has  been  particu- 
larly helpful  in  accommodating  occasional  applications  from 
personnel  engaged  at  Uskmouth  Generating  Station  for  periods 
of  short  duration. 

During  the  year  10  other  individual  applications  were 
received  for  siting  caravans  at  different  isolated  places  within 
the  area,  9 of  which  were  granted  permission  to  station  and  use 
until  the  31st  December,  1953,  when  at  such  date  the  applica- 
tions were  to  be  considered  for  a further  period.  14  renewal 
licences  were  also  granted  in  respect  of  individual  caravans. 

1 would  again  express  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance 
given  by  the  County  Planning  Officer’s  Department  in  dealing 
with  Moveable  Dwellings. 

ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  Etc.) 
REGULATIONS,  1947  and  1952. 

There  are  no  premises  within  the  district  registered  for  the 
manufacture  for  sale  of  ice-cream,  but  there  are  40  premises 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

All  registered  premises  were  inspected  at  frequent  intervals 
throughout  the  year  and  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  majority  of  retailers  sell  the  pre-packed 
article  purchased  from  the  large  manufacturers. 
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The  use  of  conservators  by  some  shopkeepers  for  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  ice-lollies  causes  the  Department  some 
concern  in  the  matter  of  control.  Until  a lead  is  given  from  a 
higher  level  this  difficulty  will  remain. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

A great  deal  of  time  of  the  department  is  given  to  routine 
inspections  of  food  premises  where  food  is  stored,  prepared  or 
sold  to  the  public.  The  importance  of  the  supervision  of  food 
is,  however,  at  last  being  realised  as  people  are  becoming  more 
conscious  of  the  high  standard  necessary  for  food  which  is 
prepared  for  human  consumption. 

For  the  efficient  supervision  of  food  preparing  premises,  the 
officers  responsible  should  have  a thorough  and  specialised 
knowledge  of  the  particular  trade  in  all  its  branches.  Visits 
must  be  thorough  and  not  confined  to  any  particular  room  which 
on  first  sight  appears  to  be  the  only  one  in  use.  Attention  should 
be  given  to  the  sources  of  supply  of  raw  materials.  No  less 
important  are  methods  and  the  facilities  for  storage  of  food, 
which  are  often  inadequate  or  non-existent  and  the  facilities 
for  cleansing  of  apparatus,  utensils  and  personnel. 

All  licensed  premises  for  the  sale  of  alcholic  drinks 
were  inspected  periodically  during  the  last  12  months.  Strict 
attention  was  directed  to  the  provision  of  hot  and  cold  water  in 
all  serving  rooms  of  all  premises  and  to  the  provision  of  sanitary 
accommodation  and  to  the  general  state  of  -decorating  and 
repair. 

I am  satisfied  that  the  standard  maintained  during  the  year 
was  quite  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  a list  of  tinned  foods  found  upon  inspec- 
tion to  be  unfit  for  consumption  : — 

i ,320  lbs.  of  Luncheon  Meat. 

14  lbs.  of  Ham. 

249  libs,  of  Meat  Roll. 

48  lbs.  of  Grape  Fruit. 

47  lbs.  of  Orange  Segments. 

6 lbs.  of  Prunes. 

22  lbs.  of  Apricots. 

7 lbs.  of  Egg  Powder. 

2/2  lbs.  of  Jam  Extract. 

12  lbs.  of  Cooked  Ham. 

18  lbs.  of  Evaporated  Milk. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

1 he  trend  in  milk  distribution  with  distributors  replacing 
die  producer /retailers  continued  last  year.  With  these  distribu- 
tors retailing  milk  purchased  already  bottled  from  large  depots, 
less  time  was  given  to  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  dairies 
as  the  majority  of  the  premises  are  not  used  other  than  for 
storing  overnight  pending  delivery. 

It  was,  however,  necessary  on  several  occasions  to  make 
representations  to  prevent  the  deposit  of  crates  of  full  bottles 
upon  the  roadside  and  other  open  places  by  wholesalers  to  await 
collection  by  distributors.  1 am  pleased  to  state  that  with  the 
co-operation  of  all  concerned  this  undesirable  practice  was  not 
of  long  duration. 

Two  problems  in  regard  to  milk  distribution  have  come  to 
the  forefront  in  recent  years: — dirty  bottles  and  fragments  of 
broken  glass  in  full  bottles.  Having  regard  to  the  quantity  of 
milk  bottled,  1 am  satisfied  that  complaints  in  respect  of  the  two 
are  relatively  low,  but  could  be  further  reduced  if  distributors 
and  their  employees  exercised  a little  more  vigilance  during 
deliveries.  This  would  certainly  be  so  in  the  case  of  dirty 
bottles  where  until  such  time  as  a scientific  invention  in  the 
shape  of  a mechanical  device  for  scrutinizing  empty  and  full 
bottles  is  evolved,  instances  of  dirty  bottles  escaping  detection 
are  inevitable.  Without  belittling  bottle  operatives,  they  are 
not  infallible  and  their  job  is  monotonous. 

48  licences  to  retail  designated  milk  were  issued  and  52 
samples  of  raw  and  designated  milks  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Of  these  samples*  8 were  un- 
satisfactory. 


HOUSE  REFUSE. 

A weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  in  the 
following  Parishes — Llanwern,  Graig,  Duffryn,  Rogerstone  and 
St.  Mellons  and  a fortnightly  collection  is  maintained  in  all 
remaining  parishes  of  the  district. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping  at  Bettws  and  Magor  and 
occasioned  no  serious  nuisances. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  routine  treatments  in  connection 
with  rodent  control,  both  tips  were  given  two  dressings  with  a 
D.D.T.  base  during  the  summer  months  in  order  to  control 

insect  pests. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Legal  action  against  various  owners  was  undertaken  in  the 
following  cases  : — 


Ojjence. 

Structural  Defects — 20,  John  Street, 

Rogerstone. 

ditto  2,  Sandy  Lane, 

Marshfield, 
ditto  3,  Sandy  Lane, 

Marshfield. 


Decision  of  Court. 
Order  made  for  work 
to  be  carried  out 
within  3 months, 
ditto 

ditto 


GLASS  IN  MILK  BOTTLES. 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year  complaints  were  received 
of  bottles  of  milk  containing  pieces  of  glass.  In  the  one 
instance  legal  action  was  taken  against  the  persons  responsible 
and  the  case  dismissed  on  the  grounds  that  the  defendant  had 
supplied  the  milk  as  demanded  and  this  was  not  affected  by 
the  fact  that  there  was  in  addition  glass  in  the  bottle. 

Legal  action  was  not  taken  against  the  offenders  in  the 
second  instance,  but  were  advised  that  the  CounciT  would  resort 
to  legal  action  should  a complaint  of  a similar  nature  ibe 
received. 


RELETTING  OF  PREMISES  AFTER  DEMOLITION 
ORDER  MADE  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

The  premises  known  as  the  “Retreat,”  St.  Brides,  and 
under  the  ownership  of  Mrs.  W.  J.  Harris,  was  let  for  occupa- 
tion after  an  Order  for  Demolition  had  been  served  on  the 
owner. 

The  case  was  heard  by  the  Magistrates  and  was  adjourned 
for  3 months  to  give  the  occupants  opportunity  of  seeking 
alternative  accommodation. 

1 remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

IDRIS  JAMES. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  (Vie dical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1S53, 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  & it.  Mellons  in  the  County  of 

Monmouth. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.- INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS 
AS  TO  HEALTH. 

(including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  ) 


M/c 

Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

1 

line 

No. 

2 

on 

Register 

3 

Inspect- 

ions 

4 

Written 
N otices 
5 

Occupiers 

1’rosecuted 

6 

1.  — Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3.  4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities. 

l 

3 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

2. — Factories  not  included  in  ( 1) 
to  which  Section  7 applies. 

2 

33 

62 

Nil 

Nil 

3. — Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises.) 

3 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

40 

69 

Nil 

Nil 

2— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


M/c 

Line 

No. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found, 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H,M. 
Inspector 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

10 

4 

4 

2 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

11 

Nil. 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  homework) 

12 

Nil. 

Total 

5 

5 

Nil 

2 

Nil. 
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